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The Royal Parks 

Eight parks 

 

77 million visitors a year 

 

4774 acres (1945 hectares) 

 

One World heritage site 

 

One National Nature Reserve 

 

Two parks are SSSI’s 

 

160,000 trees 

 

One TPO 
 

 



• Ensure the parks are a safe environment for 

visitors and staff. 

• Protect and enhance the tree stock in The Royal 

Parks.  

• Maintain the effective controls of current pest and 

disease problems. 

• Monitor tree stock for potential future tree health 

issues.   

• Update tree strategies to reflect changing 

environmental pressures. 

• Establish and facilitate research into tree health 

concerns. 

• Establish effective bio-security controls. 

 
 

 

   Objectives 



Trees mapped on Arbortrack 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hyde Park  3747 
 

Kensington Gardens and Brompton cemetery  4253 
 

St James and Green Park  1873 
 

Regents Park  5753 
 

Greenwich Park  3270 
 

Bushy Park  7519 
 

Longford river  1196 
 

Richmond Park  9218 
 

Total  36,829 trees mapped 
 
Around 120,000 trees unmapped mostly in Richmond 



Arbortrack software 

Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens 



Hyde Park risk zones 



Typical zone one feature 



i-Tree 

Assess the structure, composition and 

distribution of key elements of Hyde 

Park’s trees 

 

Quantify some of the benefits of Hyde 

park’s trees in order to raise the 

awareness of this ‘natural capital’ 

 

Establish a baseline from which to 

monitor trends and future progress. 

 

 



i-Tree data spreadsheet 



Hyde Park values 



Hyde Park infographic 

Users of the Hyde Park i-Tree: 

 

Arb manager 

 

Chair of the board and CEO 

 

Comm’s department 

 

Friends of Hyde Park and 

Kensington Gardens 

 

Winner of the 2018 i-Tree 

innovation award by the Society of 

municipal arborists in the USA 

 

 



Tree strategies 



Kensington Gardens avenue renovations 



Advantages of tree strategies 

• Structured planning over a set period. 

• Accessible information format and timetable. 

• Stakeholders and external organisations love them. 

• Can smooth over contentious planning opposition. 

 

Disadvantages of tree strategies 
 

• Cost. 

• Lengthy to produce with lots of consultation. 

• Can just sit on the shelf with no actions followed up. 

 



Improving habitat and biodiversity 



Monoliths 



Recycling timber 



Phoenix trees  



Phoenix trees  



Veteran tree individual management plans (IMP’s) 



Exclusion to divert desire lines 



Naturalising areas 



Mowing regimes 

Halo mowing around trees 



Meadow creation 



Leaf clearance 



Hedge management 



Veteran tree propagation 



Tree health issues 

The Royal Parks are currently dealing with five major 

tree health issues. 

 
• Massaria 

• Oak processionary moth 

• Bleeding canker of Horse Chestnut 

• Acute Oak decline 

• Ink stain of Sweet Chestnut (Phytophthora cinnamomi) 

 

Each of these has cost and labour implications over and 

above the normal maintenance regime of the parks. 



Massaria numbers 
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Total costs for 2017   £145,836 



Massaria 

Massaria on limb over the Broadwalk Hyde 

Failed Massaria limb from the Broadwalk Hyde 



 

• Richmond 2017 
9700 nests removed. 

 

• Operational costs 
across TRP for 2017 
was £239,145 

 

 

Oak processionary moth 



• Toxic hairs on 

caterpillars are a 

significant threat to 

human health, causing 

skin rashes, eye irritation 

and sometimes 

breathing difficulties. 

 

• Also affects animals 

including dogs – first 

confirmed UK case in 

Richmond Park in 2016. 

 

 

Oak processionary moth 

Rash due to caterpillar hairs 



Oak processionary moth 

Multiple large nests Extensive tree defoliation 



Oak processionary moth 

Training volunteer surveyors 



Oak processionary moth 

OPM nest removal 



 

Research 

 

• TRP 2013 commissioned 
study on effect of spraying on 
non-target organisms. 

• Forest Research work  
facilitated since 2011 
including: 

• Pheromone trapping 

• Population behaviour in 
different habitats 

• Effectiveness of spraying 

• Testing for and DNA coding 
of parasitoids, 

 Carcelia iliaca fly a significant 
discovery in Richmond Park 
and been found in the central 
parks 2018 

 

 

Oak processionary moth 

Carcelia iliaca fly 



Not yet found in The Royal Parks 
 

Ash Dieback causes leaf loss, crown 

dieback and bark lesions in affected 

trees.  
 

 

Increased walk through inspections for 

symptoms to meet statutory obligations, 

1160 Ash across all parks, monitor 

national and local disease spread. 
 
 

 Waiting in the wings (high risk)  
Ash Dieback.  

Leaf symptoms 



There is a moderate risk from five other 

tree health issues. 

 

 

Canker Stain of Plane: Present in France, 

has potential to devastate Central parks! 

 

Sweet Chestnut blight: Outbreaks in UK 

so far contained.  
 

Asian and Citrus Longhorn Beetles:  

28,000 potential host trees in TRP,  previous 

outbreak in UK contained. 
 

Xylella fastidiosa: Currently southern 

Europe but spreading. 

Waiting in the wings 

Asian Longhorn Beetle 

Sweet Chestnut blight 



What can be done? 

Tree vitality is key! 
 

Soil de-compaction and mulching. 
 

Alter mowing regimes. 
 

Constant monitoring and   

participation in research.  
 

Facilitation of research. 
 

Increased biosecurity controls. 

 

Considered tree selection. 
 

Continued recognition by the 

organisation of the risks to 

landscapes posed by tree diseases. 

 



Relieving soil compaction around the bases of stressed trees  



Incorporating Biochar around the base of Chestnuts as part 

of our Phytophthora control study in Greenwich Park 



Wood chip mulch with compost tea bio stimulant as part 

of the Massaria study in Kensington Gardens 



Using tree strategies, advanced planting specifications and tree 

selection to future proof The Royal Parks trees 



TRP will NOT purchase any plants which 

have been imported into the UK UNLESS 

they have been held in a UK nursery for one 

full growing season during which time they 

have been subjected to rigorous inspection 

for pest and disease and regular DEFRA 

visits to the nursery.  
 

Due to the high risk of imported plants 

being infected with Xylella fastidiosa the 

plants on the DEFRA list of potential hosts 

should be checked for origin and never be 

purchased directly or indirectly from 

European suppliers.  
 

Plant, tree and shrub purchases made as part 

of contract works should be made by TRP 

staff or if by contractors, through 

recommended TRP suppliers. 

Biosecurity statement 

Canker stain of Plane 



 

 

Thank you! 


