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Antisocial arboriculture: An introduction
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Part I: Trees and belief



Why tree veneration? Provider
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Immortality and resurrection
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Sacred bridges
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Numinosity



Tree veneration: Axis mundi



Axis Mundi
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Jupiter columns
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Tree worship
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Tree worship: Russia
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Tree spirits: Greek
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Tree spirits: Kodama, Japan
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Tree spirits: Tapio and Mielikki, Finland
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Creation myths: San, South Africa
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Creation myths: Norse, Scandinavia
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Creation myths: Delaware (Lenape), North America
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Creation myths: Kikuyu, Kenya
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Sacred groves: Pagan
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Sacred groves: Oedipus, Greece

Image: Camille Felix Bellanger



Sacred groves: Oson-osogbo, Nigeria
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Sacred groves: Cemeteries
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Cemeteries as sacred places: Halifax, Canada
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Competing belief systems



Tree worship in polytheism
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Hinduism
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Buddhism



Monotheism. Christianity: Constantine I
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Christianity: Councils of Arles and Tours



Approaches to dealing with tree worship



Charlemagne (742-814)
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Saint Boniface (675-754)
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Emperor Theodosius II (401-450)
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General destruction: Hypatia of Alexandria 
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Appropriation: Gregory I and Augustine
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Churchyard yews: St David’s, Powys
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Churchyard yews: St David’s, Powys
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Churchyard yews
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Appropriation
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Temple architecture
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Temple architecture



St Augustine’s tree and cross, Thanet
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Importance of trees in monotheism: Judaism
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Asherah Poles
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Islam
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Trees in monotheism: Christianity
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General disassociation between people and trees
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Folklore
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Tree worship: A revival?
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Conclusion to Part I



Part II: Trees and power



The epic of Gilgamesh, Mesopotamia. c2100 BCE
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House of the Republic, Bucharest. 1984-1997

Image: JCP



Trees for punishment, torture and death
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Tyburn tree, London. 12th-18th Century
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Tyburn tree, 2017
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Mangal Pandey. India, 1857
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Avenues: Napoleon
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Avenues: King Ashoka, India. 268-232 BCE 

Image: PhotoDharma from Sadao, Thailand



The Tortworth Chestnut, Gloucestershire
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New cultural memories
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Nicaragua: Arboles de la vida
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Tree removal: Ireland, 16th century
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France, 1917
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Buchenwald, Germany. 1930s-40s
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Vietnam, 1960s/70s 
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Palestine, 2015
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Syria, 2018
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Trees and conflict resolution: Ireland, 1990s 
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Trail of Remembrance and Comradeship, Ljubljana. 

Image: JCP



The Baltic Way. Estonia/Latvia/Lithuania, 1989
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Combatants for Peace, Palestine. 2019
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Korea, 2018 
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Survivor trees: Hibakujumoku被爆樹木, Hiroshima
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9/11 Memorial, New York. 2016
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Oklahoma, USA
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Japanese Cave, Biak. 2018
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Japanese Cave, Biak. 2018
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Political symbols



Political symbols



Removal, profit and control: West Papua, 1970s 
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Brazil, 2015
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Aboriginal scarred trees, Australia
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Sheffield, 2018
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Gezi Park, Istanbul. 2013
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Sheffield, 2018
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Gezi Park, Istanbul. 2013
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Gezi Park, Istanbul. 2013
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Conclusion to Part II



PART III: Trees and society



Magna Carta: Ankerwycke yew, Berkshire
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Tolpuddle Martyrs, Dorset
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Reformers’ Tree, London
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Cross Bones, Southwark
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Access to trees: The Enclosures Acts, 1604-1914 
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Boundary trees
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Royal hunting parks, UK
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Historic green space access: Egypt, 13th-16 Century 

Tomb of Nebamun. Thebes, Egypt. [Image: Unknown] 



The Mall, London
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Birkenhead Park, Liverpool
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Housing design
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Housing design
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Nesbitt, L. (2018). Human faces, forest places: An examination of urban green 
equity in multicultural cities. World Forum on Urban Forestry, Mantova.



Lollard Street. Lambeth, 2019
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Granary Square/King’s Drive, London
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Green inequity



Green inequity

Nesbitt, L. (2018). Human faces, forest places: An examination of urban green 
equity in multicultural cities. World Forum on Urban Forestry, Mantova.



Tree planting
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Tree planting
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Tree planting
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Green gentrification



Green gentrification



Kensington, London
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Doverow woods, Stonehouse
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Conclusions: Trees – A human right?



Thank you!
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