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Outline of Today’s Seminar

Morning:

• Volatile times – and impacts on urban forestry

• Case in point: pests and diseases

Afternoon:

• Case in point: governing and calamities

• How to be successful in volatile times?



VOLATILE TIMES – AND IMPACT 
ON URBAN FORESTRY





What makes our current era volatile?





By Dorothea Lange - Image available from the United States Library of 

Congress's Prints and Photographs division under the digital ID 

cph.3c29107. https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=492269

By Unknown - Available from Library and Archives Canada. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3313068
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The current geological age, viewed as the period during 

which human activity has been the dominant influence on 

climate and the environment.

Ellis (2018)



The new normal?

Bob MicMillan / FEMA Photo Gallery



“Cities are an immense laboratory of trial and error, 
failure and success, in city building and city design” 

– Jane Jacobs (1961)

Phil Stanziola - New York World-Telegram and the Sun 

Newspaper Photograph Collection, Library of Congress



Wikimedia Commons – Michael Shick







AP Photo/ Kerstin Joensson 





How is urban forestry affected?
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By U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 2nd Class Sondra-Kay Kneen - U.S. Coast Guard, 

100113-G-7070K-002, Public Domain, ttps://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8978981





Exhausted worker in Dubai, 2015 
photo: Kamran Jebreili











Photo: Matilda van den Bosch







Tree canopy distribution 
trends and projections

31

Source: City of Vancouver, Urban Forest Strategy 2014











http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-

B74p9_A6MOg/T6SAgwPDTBI/AAAAAAAABSo/jRo_ZQbkCUI/s640/musqueam+

protest+2.jpg

http://www.mediacoop.ca/sites/mediacoop.ca/files2/mc/musquem2.jpg



• Planning
• Strategic implementation 
• Short-term benefits

Large-scale Urban Afforestation Program

Project: Assessment of large-scale 
urban afforestation Na (Alice) Yao

Visiting PhD Student



Resilience

The capacity to recover 

quickly from difficulties; 

toughness

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/resilience



http://blog.ted.com/forest-for-the-trees-suzanne-simard-at-
tedsummit/



Credit: Joseph Townsend and Susan Barton



https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/toronto/when-a-tree-falls-a-look-at-the-daunting-task-of-maintaining-a-citys-urbancanopy/article31295398/



Buizer et al. (2015)





http://i.cbc.ca/1.3678145.14
68448246!/fileImage/httpIm
age/image.jpg_gen/derivativ
es/original_620/police-
diversity-canada-chart.jpg
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Provide universal access to safe, 

inclusive and accessible, green and 

public spaces

In particular for women and children, 

older persons and people with 

disabilities







What did you get out of this?


