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In Oliver Rackhamôs 1986 book The History of the 

Countryside he talks of the rural maps of the 1860ôs and 70ôs,

ówhich attempt to record every hut and hedgerow tree; the 

zenith of rural mapmaking in Britain and perhaps in the 

worldó

Later, he goes further, in ñWoodlandsò published in 2006 

stating 

ñin general the first edition 25-inch tried to show every non-

woodland tree in Britain, and as far as can be checkedgot 

them right.ò 

What follows is an example of a site where I have attempted 

to verify this
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With air imagery
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Symbol used to depict broadleaf trees 

as individuals - particularly in parkland

Symbol used as a 

general representation 

of broadleaf trees



With surveyed trees shown

by circles proportional in

size to tree girth



Now superimposed upon 1888 OS map



Time to look at a real tree

Old field boundary markers



Detail 1888 OS map

Three empty circles



1909 OS Map



1936 OS Map


